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Ths ivro-ocf bcllei lhe Nulcrockar is bosecj on a slory colied
"Ihe Nuhrocker cnd the Mcuse King' by Germon witer E.lA. Hoilnann
11776182?t.5er of c lomily porty on Chiisimos [ve, lle Ni,.tcrocl.er rsils
6e iole cf cr young giri nomed Cloio who receives o wooden nuicrocker
o'c!l os o giit lrorn iier mysterioi-rs go,iirther, o tclenieJ loy moker Cloroi
bioiher, FriE, bracls lhe tcy, onC o de,;osioied Cloro plccas the wounded
nulcraclier ir o dc!l! bed. rvhere she lends io him. Eveniuolly the poriy
guests !eo';e ond +;ervone gces lc brd.

Claio sneols out t: checi. on her doll, ord ot he sirok+ of nridnigirt, the
fomift Christmos kee seems lo grow to dizrying heighis as Clcro iperhopsj
shriaks. An ornry ci fcy soldiers, led by th: no"tcrinoied Nutcrcckei, onC
cn ormy cf mice. led by ihe ;Vause King, eng':ge in bcfle. Clor,: -.rves
the rvcundgd l.iutcrocksr when she hils the ll.orse King vriih her slipper:
ihe Nuhrccker kili: the illcus+ King ond is konsiormed inlo o hono':crne
prlnce. Tha piince lolr.es Clcia {irsl io o beouliful pine fcr+sl, lvh:ra
snov,,{lok^; dcnce orcund them, ond then to the iond of Sweets, rvhere
they meet he Sugor Plum Foiry, whc rew,ords lhem ior their brovery',viih o
:eries o[ celebrctcry dlntes. Cior: onC iha prirce then leo,re toge*er kr
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Amy Hegarty I For The New Mexican

staging of the rvork in I 914. For dance companies that present
the piece each year as part of an annual hollday tradition, suiring
up for another performance could fe el more like a chore
than a celebration. This isnt the case, ho*'ever, for Aspen Santa Fe
Bal1et, rvhich presents the rvork at the Lensic Performing Arts
Center on Saturday and Sunclal; Dec. I I and 12. "The.Nutcracher
is an interesting production for us because w'e're not a classicai
ba1let companl-," said executive directorJean-Philippe Malaqr
"Since rve're contemporary, this is a big sn'itch in terms of st1'le and
mindset. \\'e lind it exciting and iook fonvard to it because it's so
different from our usual repertoire."

For Aspen Santa Fe Ballet, rvhich lr'as founded in I 996, the
usual repertoire ofieq includes nerv rvotks (more than 20 so far)
comrnissioned from tbda1rc leading choreographers. such as
.Jorma Elo, Dominique Dumais, and lvloses Pendleton. Given rhis
tendency tou.ard innovation, it rvas unlikely that something as
conventicrnal as The Nutcrttcher .uvould be presented in a stricth
traditlonal manner- 'Overall, our production is very cinematic;
there's a lot happening on the stage at one time, so it feels almost
like a morie," N1alary* said. "\Ye also rvanted our Nut cracher to be
more of a spectacle than usua1. in Act Trvo, when Clara and the
Prince arrive in the l-and of Sweets, rve have a carousel onstage as
rvel1 as trapeze artists and other circus performers."

The balier that's knor*-n for scenes called "Dance of the Sugar
Plum Fairy" and "Waltz of the Florvers" is, of course, famously
popular'l'ith toung ba11et-goers - something that *'as a consid-
eration for lv'Ialaty and his colleagues during the creative process.
"Because TheNutcrachr appeals so strongly to children, we had to
make it entertaining and fast-paced," N'lalary said. "Also, rve made
cuts to the music, so the procluction is slightly shorter than usual."
While children figure prominentl,r- in the N'utcrcche r audience.
they also fill a number of roles in the ba11et's casr. .{1luding ro the
fact that Aspen Sanra Fe Ba]let has schools in both of its home
cities, lvIalaty said, "The Nufcracher gives us the opportunit,v to
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, ,. .,.,1 ,.. I cspite its undem'helming premiere at the Mariinsky

" :-,,;l :,1j TheatreinSt. ?etersburg,Russia,in 1892.The

orrc of  the most popular bal lets in rnodem histoq' .
[ i rml,r  taking root in meinstream Amcrican cr.r l ture

---- --- .:'= _--:.?' after Nerv York Citv Balle t debuted George Balanchine's
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put professional dancers and students together. This is a grear
experience because it inspires a lot of kids to keep up with their
dance studl', and it ignites big dreams of becoming a dancer;
it really tums them on to the magic of performing o*t"g".-

This year there are 36 professional dancers and 70 children in
each cast, with rhree rotating case of children. The choreography
rva*s created 15 years ago by Malaty and Aspen Santa Fe Ballet's
artistic director, Tom Mossbrucker. 'Both Tom and I had been
involved lvith so many Nufcracher productions in the past that
we rvere able to put somerhing together. This is the only work
in Aspen Santa Fe Bailet's repertoire that features our own
choreography," Malaty said. "We tried to be verv authentic with
the featured dancers. In Act Two, we have a dancer from China
performing a Chinese ribbon dance and a dancer from Russia
doing a traditional Russian folk dance, for example. It's exciting
because there's a lot of diversity in this production." Also, Malaty
said, with another nod to the children in the audience, ..\Meve
used a lot of humor throughout the production to counter the
scary elements of the story."

Usiirg its ol,rr choreography gives the company a particular
advantage *'hen presenting TheNutcracher each year. ,.r*ze have
the liberty to make trveaks or changes as necessary in order to
keep both the audience and the dancers inrerested," lvlalaty said.
"The production, therefore, is always morphing slightly, always
evolving."

Keeping the audience interested won't likely be a problem,
w'ith the company honoring a late-19th-century classic $/hile
emplof ing a 21sr-century sensibiliqr "\i'e want;d our Nutcrach€r.
to have a strong identity and not bejusr another standard
production, so w-e gave it some unique t$,ists," Malaty said.
"Hopefully, when the audience sees it, they will be able to say-,
yes, that's the Aspen Santa Fe Ballet.' .(

eieteiSs
V Aspen Santa Fe Ballet presents Ihe Nuicracker
V 2 & 7 :3O p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11; 1 & 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12
V Lensic Performing Arts Center,211 W. San Francisco St.
v $2o-$62; 98&1234, www.ticketssantafe.org;

tor more information, see w.aspensantafebalet.com
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